
“Eli was bashed the 
whole year for not being 
on Tom Brady’s level, but 
he proved that he’s an 
elite quarterback,” said 
Star Harris. “I felt like I 
was at the game, running 
around the house, bang- 
ing on walls, clapping.” 

Katelyn Eichelberger 
said that this was the 
first whole game she 
has sat through. “I was 
checking out Tom Brady 
the whole time, but I 


would have been happier 
with the Ravens in the Su- 
per Bowl.” 

Rashaud Lahley said that 
he has been a Patriots’ fan 
ever since he was a child. 
“Go Pats.” 

Jerel Wright said, “I don’t 
really care for either team, 
so I was just hoping for an 
entertaining game. I knew 
the Giants would win.” 

Game was on the LED 
projector in the Union with 
free pizza and a DJ. 


Work continues on the bridge over the Potomac 
River. Photo by Cody Hickey 


Fans across campus 
watched the rematch be- 
tween the Patriots and the 
Giants, Sunday evening, 
and saw a close game with 
a dramatic finish. 

Eli Manning drove the 
Giants to a come-from-be- 
hind win, 21-17. 

Jarren Travis said, “I 
think it was the best Su- 
per Bowl ever! I am happy 
the Giants won. I thought 
Gronkowski was going to 
catch the Hail Mary.” 


Super Sowl got fans excited 



Dorm security discussed 



University Place security cameras show four dorm views. 

Photo by Elisha Wagoner 


By Katelyn Eichelberger 
Senior Campus News Editor 

Odds are if you’ve walked 
around in the Student 
Union and University Place 
you’ve seen the cameras 
throughout the buildings. 

Davis, Reynolds, Friend, 
and Memorial, the other 
residence halls, do not 
have cameras. The camera 
security issue has become 
a topic of interest among 
the campus resident assis- 
tants. 

Donnette Bird, RA at 
Reynolds Hall, took on the 
issue by expressing her 
ideas at a Student Govern- 
ment meeting. 

Bird, who was previous- 
ly an RA for UP, says she 
feels strongly about the is- 
sue because she thinks the 
traditional halls are not as 
safe as they could be. 

“With cameras it would 
be easier to see what hap- 
pened,” said Bird. She 
says the biggest difference 
at UP was that RAs could 
see who was coming in and 
out. “The campus is very 
safe, but things can hap- 
pen if we’re not proactive,” 
she continued. 

RA Ben Meredith’s laptop 
was stolen last semester 
while on duty in Reynolds. 
Meredith left his laptop at 
the desk to help a student. 
“I came back five minutes 
later and everything was 
gone,” he said. 

Both Bird and Meredith 
also have an issue with 
students sneaking people 
in. 


Fred Downey, assistant 
director of public safety 
and training, says he likes 
cameras but they are not 
the only solution. “Any- 
thing that you can do to 
enhance safety and securi- 
ty is a plus,” Downey said. 

Downey says that al- 
though cameras are ben- 
eficial they are costly and 
things like more manpower 
and better education could 
work. 

Downey thinks students 
should also take advantage 
of their resources to protect 
their items. Programs like 
“Operation ID” and check- 
ing in a serial number on 
valuable items are both 
great ways for students to 
prevent theft. 

Aaron Edwards, direc- 
tor of housing, says that 
having cameras in all halls 
would be ideal. He says the 
cameras don’t prevent ev- 


erything, but provide a set 
of options to find people. 

Edwards also says that 
there has been no signifi- 
cant difference with using 
the cameras in UP. The 
biggest issue is people get- 
ting let in. “No matter what 
you do, you’re not going to 
stop that type of stuff,” Ed- 
wards said. 

Edwards can not remem- 
ber ever using a camera to 
help in a theft situation or 
to identify someone. 

“We take all the mea- 
sures that we can,” Ed- 
wards said, adding that 
dorms are locked down ev- 
ery night, RAs are in each 
dorm, and night monitors 
patrol from 11 p.m. to 6 
a.m. 

And although not every- 
thing is found, Edwards 
says that the school has 
been able to track down 
many stolen items. 


Future of PS C golf in doubt 

Article and photo 
by Charles Walker, Editor 

The future of golf at Potomac State is uncertain 
with the resignation of Coach Aaron Edwards and 
other challenges facing the program. 

Edwards is stepping down to focus on his full-time 
responsibilities as Potomac State College’s Residen- 
tial Education Director. 

“It was a very tough decision for me,” said Ed- 
wards. 

Edwards said that he took the job as a part-time 
position but found that coaching has full-time re- 
sponsibilities. With his role in residence life, he 
found less time to coach. 

Edwards led the golf team to four Region XX 
Championships, six WPCC Championships, and 
four Pennsylvania state championships. The team 
has made four national championship appearances. 
They have also been ranked in the top 1 5 in the na- 
tion for the past four years. This year’s team has 
been ranked as high as number two in the nation. 
Currently, the team is ranked fourth in the nation. 

“This is the best golf team I’ve played for,” said 
Mike Toth, freshman from Katy, W.Va. 

This year’s team consists of three freshmen and 
three sophomores: Mike Toth, Matt Nelson, Ryan 
MacPherson, Kyle Hudgins Mitch O’Shell, and Chris 
Bushley. 
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rooms. 

The new dorm’s location, 
across a busy roadway, 
has been an issue. PSC is 
currently in collaboration 
with the city of Keyser to 
determine where the best 
place would be for a new 
crosswalk. A new signal 
light is possible, and PSC 
would work with the West 
Virginia State Highway Ad- 
ministration to facilitate 
its installation. 

Outdoor renovations in- 
clude new front entrances, 
landscaping, and a com- 
plete redo of exterior light- 
ing. Renovated security 
measures are a new sprin- 
kler and fire alarm sys- 
tem; emergency phones on 
each floor; and three card 
swipe areas that only allow 
for student access at the 



Renovation continues at the old hospital building on Min- 
eral St. across from campus. From top: Grey son Meyers 
works on demolition. PSC staff works together to install 
new windows. Ceilings and floors are being completely 
replaced. Photos by Cody Hickey 


main entrance, elevator 
and each individual dorm 
room. 

Everything offered by 
the current residence halls 
will also be available at the 
new dorms, including Veri- 
zon Internet. 

A hybrid parking per- 
mit is also being explored, 
says Odell. Students living 
at the new residence hall 


will have a special permit 
for parking on site; how- 
ever, rules about parking 
on campus are still being 
discussed. 

“With a building like 
this, you don’t know what 
you’re getting into but my 
goal is that it’s not going to 
look like a hospital... it’ll be 
the next Taj Mahal,” says 
Simpson. 


Free FAFSA workshop Sunday 

In order to receive financial aid, students must 
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) every year. Students can go online to www. 
fafsa.gov to complete the 2012-2013 application. The 
FAFSA must be received by March 1 for priority con- 
sideration for certain types of financial aid. 

Potomac State College is offering a FAFSA comple- 
tion workshop as part of the national College Goal 
Sunday effort on Sunday, Feb. 12, from 1-4 p.m. in 
Academy Hall. Students and families can get free help 
with completing the FAFSA and also register to win 
an Apple iPad! 

For more information, contact the Enrollment Ser- 
vices Office at 304-788-6820 or psc-FinAid@mail. 
wvu.edu. 


Police activity picks up 


By Cori Gregory 
Campus News Editor 

The PSC Campus Police 
have hit the ground run- 
ning this semester. Cam- 
pus police have already 
responded to 89 calls in 
the month of January and 
are projected to break 100 
calls. Chief Fred Downey 
explains that this month 
has been “active but rou- 
tine.” 

According to Downey, the 
majority of these calls are 
reported from within Uni- 
versity Place and includes 
a lot of repeat offenders. 
“Why if you get busted once 
would you turn around 
and do it again?” asked 
Downey. 

Downey explained that 
the calls received in Janu- 
ary are for problems they 
expect to see on a regular 
basis. “So far this semester 
there have not been any 
big fights; however, there 
have been calls related to 
drugs and alcohol.” 

Campus police reports 
show that for the month 
of January, underage con- 
sumption has been a high- 
lighted problem mostly 


occurring at large parties 
in the dorms. There have 
also been ongoing investi- 
gations of CDS cases (drug 
investigations), which have 
also been reported from 
within the dorms. 

Along with these issues, 
campus police attend to 
other issues that violate 
West Virginia law such as, 
trespassing, fraud, theft, 
and destruction of prop- 
erty. 

When asked to compare 
the start of this semester 
with last semester, Downey 
explained that “you can’t 
really compare the two 
semesters because of the 
seasonal differences.” 

Downey continued to ex- 
plain that because this is a 
“suitcase school,” meaning 
most residents go home on 
the weekends, Fridays and 
Saturdays are surprisingly 
not their busiest days. In 
fact, Downey advised that 
their most active days are 
actually Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 

This activity may range 
anywhere from parking 
tickets to underage con- 
sumption. 


CLUB NEWS 

SGA Update: The Spring Fling has been set for April 
26 and theme is “GO Green!” There will also be a blood 
drive on Feb. 23. Like Student Government Association 
of Potomac State College on Facebook for the most up- 
to-date information. 

Common Ground Diversity Club has been changed! 

The vote was made on Facebook to change the name 
of the club to “Queers and Allies.” The club wants 
to raise awareness and to celebrate human rights, 
promoting sexual identity to the campus, community, 
and students. The club will meet every first and third 
Monday at 4:30 p.m. in the Heritage Room. 

Boxing Club: Students welcome. Contact Tom Hartman 
for more information. 



By Cody Hickey 
Senior Campus News Editor 

Demolition and renova- 
tions continue on schedule 
for Potomac State’s newest 
residence hall, says Mike 
Simpson, director of facili- 
ties. Current plans are to 
have the dorms completely 
functional and in use by 
the start of fall semester 
2012, with a one-person 
show room being finished 
within two months. 

The building as we know 
it today was originally con- 
structed in 1931 at the 
cost of $250,000, which 
equals more than $3 mil- 
lion by today’s standards. 
“We couldn’t buy a build- 
ing like that today. The 
main structure is still in 
great shape,” says Dr. Ker- 
ry Odell, campus provost. 

Most of the work so 
far has been “in house,” 
meaning PSC employ- 
ees are working to com- 
plete the demolition and 
construction, while some 
temporary skilled laborers 
have been hired from the 
community. For projects 
like heating, air condition- 
ing, and electrical wiring, 
outside companies will 
begin placing bids in the 
next three weeks. “We’re 
doing as much of the work 
ourselves as we can,” said 
Odell. 

Scrap metal collected is 
to be recycled; however, 
Odell said that the existing 
plumbing would be used to 
create showers and bath- 
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English major joins library staff 


By Kayla Wolford 
Campus News Editor 

Virginia Kline has always 
loved English and now she 
finds herself surrounded 
by books. 

Kline is our new library 
technical assistant, re- 
sponsible for organizing 
the book and magazine 
collection. Mary F. Ship- 
per Library has magazine 
subscriptions ranging from 
Cosmo to Field and Stream. 

Kline put together the 
book display for Black His- 
tory Month, now on the 
main floor. 

She also enjoys helping 
students with Microsoft 
Word and Excel. 

“Everyone is nice, very 
friendly; it’s a very friendly 
campus,” Kline says. 

Kline moved to Keyser 
from Baltimore. She pre- 
fers Keyser because of the 
cleanliness and the lower 
crime rate. 

However, she misses the 
proximity of businesses. 
There were three Sam’s 
Clubs within ten minutes 
of her home in Baltimore 
compared to three within 
two to three hours from 
Keyser. 



Virginia Kline photo by 
Kate Sedgwick 

There was also the con- 
venience of getting off work 
by 4:30 and catching a 
plane to be in Florida by 7. 

Kline majored in English 
at Towson University in 
Baltimore. 

She owned a restau- 
rant, the Blue Marlyn, in 
Baltimore, for three years 
before moving to Mineral 
County in 2010 to work 
as a Homebound teacher 
for Mineral County public 
schools. 


One of the best parts 
of her new job, she says, 
is that she is constantly 
around books. 

Currently she is inter- 
ested in Ellen Hopkin’s 
book, Crank. She loves the 
creativity of the graphics 
on the page: the fact that 
it “goes down as well as 
across.” 

She also enjoys Stephen 
King novels, specifically 
Different Seasons. 

When you have a little 
free time, take Virginia 
Kline’s advice to pick up a 
book, or “take a break with 
a magazine.” 


CAT 

BASKETBALL 

TONIGHT 


Women at 5 
Men at 7 


Ag and Forestry Club “ girls ” strut their stuff on the quad. 

PSC’s Relay for Life 
set for April 19 


By Caroline Peters 
Staff Writer 

Potomac State’s Relay 
for Life event is soon ap- 
proaching: April 19-20, on 
the quad. 

“The event is a remem- 
brance and celebration 
of cancer survivors, lost 
people, and those effect- 
ed by cancer,” said Matt 
Schessler, president of 
Catamounts Against Can- 
cer. “We’re trying to pull 
more of the community in 
this year.” 


Elite Pro Wrestling Alliance conies to Lough Gym, March 1 6: free advance tickets 


By Emily Jackson 
Campus News Editor 

Professional wrestling 
has been around for many 
years, entertaining and in- 
triguing people, and now 
it’s coming back to Po- 
tomac State College. Ac- 
cording to SGA President 
Joshua Strachan, Elite 
Pro Wrestling is coming 
to Lough Gymnasium on 
March 16. 

Strachan says profes- 
sional wrestling hasn’t 
been to Potomac State Col- 
lege at this caliber since 
1998, when WWE legend 
Mick Foley was at our col- 
lege. 

Elite Pro Wrestling is 
considered sports enter- 
tainment and believes in 
giving the best quality of 
talent, says Strachan. It is 
a different source of enter- 
tainment for the students 
that is very enjoyable. Stu- 
dents get bored doing the 
same things over and over. 

Strachan put it pretty 
clearly, PSC students need 


more forms of entertain- 
ment. Sometimes it’s “like 
trying to please an eight- 
year -old child.” 

For those who have never 
experienced pro wrestling 
before, this will be a good 
way to expand their minds 
and they will be glad they 
came, says Strachan. 

This event will feature 
Luke Gallows and The Pa- 
triot, both former WWE 
wrestlers who have wres- 
tled others such as The 
Undertaker, The Rock, 
and Shawn Michaels. This 
event will also feature some 
of our own students: Josh- 
ua Strachan aka Josh Mc- 
Masters, and Travis Liller 
aka Travis Tarvin. 

The event is an Elite 
Grand Prix, which is a 16- 
man tournament, single 
elimination. In the event 
there are 15 spots oc- 
cupied and the 16 th spot 
will be given to the winner 
of the Ten Man Over the 
Top Battle Royal. This is 
when another opponent is 


thrown over the top rope 
and eliminated. 

Bell time is 6:30 p.m. 
Call the official ticket out- 
let at 301-697-1909 to re- 
serve your tickets. A limit- 
ed number of free student 
seats are available at the 
Student Affairs Office, or 
contact Strachan on Face- 


book. The price is $12 for 
general admission and 
$7 for children under 12. 
One-hundred percent of 
concessions proceeds ben- 
efit Relay for Life. 

Elite Pro is a family- 
friendly event, so bring out 
the whole family for a night 
of entertainment and fun! 


Valentine’s Dinner Theater: skip the flowers 

By Katelyn Eichelberger, Senior Campus News Editor 

Don’t know where to take your sweetheart this year? 
The PSC Alumni Association and Apple Alley Players are 
excited to announce the Legends Dinner Theater this Val- 
entine’s Day at 6:30 p.m. in the Davis Conference Center. 

The dinner will be concert style, featuring musical in- 
spirations from KISS, Tina Turner, Elvis, Dolly Parton, 
Kenny Rogers, the Mamas & the Papas and much more! 

Alex McDonald, who is performing in the show along 
with nine others, has done more than 10 of these of 
shows. “It’s fun, fast moving, the food is great, the cos- 
tumes are spectacular, and people are leaving happy 
from a great show,” McDonald said. 

The menu includes chicken marsala or vegetable lasa- 
gna, and the cost is $30 a person. 

“It will be the perfect Valentine’s date,” says McDonald. 
“The food is top quality and the decorations are going to 
be very lovely.” 

Reservations are available only until noon on Friday, 
Feb. 10, from Libby Nichols at 788-6870. 


The event begins at 5 
p.m. on Thursday and 
ends the next morning at 
5. Relay for Life is known 
for having raffle tickets, 
prizes, vendors, games, 
music, dancing, and most 
certainly walking. A circu- 
lar walking path will be es- 
tablished on the quad. 

“This year we are trying 
to have a professor pie toss, 
but that’s not the most 
exciting part,” Schessler 
said. “We have divided up 
the laps. First we plan on 
having a remembrance lap, 
which will then be followed 
by a survivor’s lap. This is 
our way of representing the 
fight for cancer, and mak- 
ing a stand. The lighting 
of the luminaries will take 
place, which if you knew 
someone that had can- 
cer, you make a bag to de- 
scribe them and we’ll light 
a candle inside the bag to 
remember them.” 

Students who are inter- 
ested in joining the event 
can contact Professor Ar- 
mentrout, faculty sponsor, 
whose office is on the sec- 
ond floor of the Church- 
McKee Arts Center, or 
Matt. 

Matt went on to say, “Ev- 
eryone is welcome to show 
up during the event; how- 
ever, if they are interested 
in a T -shirt, we are having 
the sale in February. An- 
other thing we are working 
on is selling raffle tickets in 
March, where the winner 
might get a parking pass of 
the month. All of the pro- 
ceeds go to The American 
Cancer Society, so come 
out and support us!” 
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Student cavers rescued 



Three local cavers at the Greenbrier County caves , with 
rescuers from the Virginia Tech Caving Club who , below , 
check out the cave system map , after the rescue. 



By Brittany Biddle and 
Stephanie Wildman 
Campus News Editors 

A PSC student, a former 
PSC student now at WVU, 
and a former AC student, 
all friends from Keyser, 
made national news when 
they had to be rescued 
from a Greenbrier Coun- 
ty cave on the first day of 
school. 

Jay Buchina, Grant 
Blaisdell, and Matt Ste- 
phens went into the Nor- 
man Cave system on Sat- 
urday, Jan. 7 for an over- 
night excursion. They 
planned to exit the cave 
at 8 p.m. on Sunday, but 
didn’t get out until 10:30 
p.m. on Monday. 

Jay had some advice for 
beginner cavers. “Start 
out simple, always go with 
someone experienced, and 
always go prepared!” 

Matt added, “The num- 
ber one rule of any caving, 
backpacking, or exploring 
trip is to always make sure 
someone knows where 
you’re going and when you 
should be back.” 

Grant said, “I wasn’t ex- 
cepting for it to be such 
a big deal as far as news 
wise, but I wanted to tell 
my story so rumors and ig- 


norance didn’t abound.” 

Grant was interviewed by 
CNN, which can be found 
by searching for “Rescuers 
find 3 alive in West Virginia 
cave” at cnn.com. 

The cavers went into the 
Norman Cave at 8:30 on 
Saturday evening. On their 
way in they ran into a man 
from the local fire depart- 
ment. Grant explained to 
the firefighter their plans 
for the trip in the Norman 
and Bone caves. 

In the Norman cave, they 
followed the stream on and 
off. Jay described the Nor- 
man cave as mostly crawl- 
ing and walking and full of 
passageways. The cavers 
followed arrows every 40 
minutes in the Norman to 
get to the Bone cave. 

The Norman cave has 
a passageway called the 
'Great White Way’ that has 
flat floors, arched ceilings, 
and glitter everywhere. The 
path takes an hour and 
half to get through, back 
and forth. 

Once the cavers made it 
to the Bone cave, around 6 
on Sunday morning, they 
set up camp. The camp set 
was dry, near water, and 
had low ceilings. Grant, 
Matt, and Jay slept for four 
hours, then headed to the 


Bone exit. 

The exit was only 20 
minutes from camp, but 
because they didn’t know 
that, they kept going for five 
miles. When they reached 
the back basement (lower 
lever) of the Bone system, 
they knew that they had 
missed the exit. 

They had to do a pro- 
cess of elimination on their 
way back to their campsite 
to look for the exit. One 
caver would go through 
a passageway, while the 
other two cavers stayed 
at the beginning. The cav- 
ers stacked three rocks or 
lumps of clay with Grant’s 
initials “GPB,” the time, 
and an “X” in front of ev- 
ery passageway they went 
through. All three went 
through the last passage- 
way, which took three 
hours and had water up to 
their knees. 

Since they couldn’t find 
the exit at Bone cave, they 
decided to go back through 
Norman cave. They looked 
for the trail with the arrows 
for four hours. Matt said, 
“None of us could find the 
way back. We were run- 
ning short on food, lights, 
and energy, so we decided 
at this time someone had 
contacted a rescue team.” 


Jay, Matt, and Grant 
headed back to the camp- 
site. On the way back they 
made markers that includ- 
ed arrows with the direc- 
tion they were headed, ini- 
tials “GPB,” time they were 
there, and surveying tape. 

Roughly 13 hours after 
making it to their campsite 
they were found by rescu- 


ers at 9 p.m. 

Once they decided to 
stay put and be rescued, 
the cavers correctly pre- 
dicted events: Grant’s dad 
would call for help when 
he realized the guys were 
not back, and a local res- 
cue team would make it 
to their camp site between 
8:30-11 on Monday night. 



Burford and bike outside the Union by Kate Sedgwick 


This commuter relies on a bicycle 


By Kate Sedgwick 
Editor 

If you have spent time on 
Potomac State’s campus, 
chances are you have seen 
Paul Burford, aka “the 
man with the bike.” 

Burford started at PSC 
in the spring of 2010. Hav- 
ing received his associate’s 
degree in general studies, 
Burford is currently work- 
ing toward his RBA, with 
an emphasis on religion. 

He maintains a 12 credit 
hour semester: two classes 
on campus and two online, 
and finds time to study 
8-10 hours a day. 

While not in class or 
studying, Burford spends 
time with his wife, Alice, 
and their four cats, Pud- 
dy, Mischief, Ruthy, and 
Slash, at their Bayberry 
residence. 

“It took three hours for 
me to finish a one-page 


paper,” said Burford when 
describing the distraction 
his cats can be. 

He and Alice have three 
daughters: Amy, Beth, and 
Angela and five grandchil- 
dren: Jason, Trevor, David, 
Courtney, and Brittney. 

As many know, Burford ’s 
main source of transpor- 
tation is his bike, but few 
know why. 

When Burford was 25 
years old, he was hit by a 
5-ton dump truck while 
working construction on 
the road. The force from 
the hit threw his body ten 
feet, causing his head to 
hit the pavement, detach- 
ing his retina from its sup- 
porting tissue. 

After this, Burford start- 
ed to notice difficulty with 
his vision. He kept a driv- 
ers license until 2001, then 
the state of Maryland pro- 
nounced him legally blind, 
though he says, “Obvious- 


ly, I can see fine.” 

Burford commutes to 
campus in treacherous 
weather conditions, in- 
cluding snow and wind. 

On days that the weather 
is too bad for the half hour 
ride to campus, his wife Al- 
ice drives him. 

When asked how much 
snow is too much for the 
ride, Burford responded, 
“A half inch, unplowed.” 

In icy conditions, Bur- 
ford calls his understand- 
ing professors and tells 
them that he won’t be able 
to make it. 

Burford has one more 
year at PSC after this 
spring semester, and then 
he plans to search for a job 
in the Keyser area. When 
asked about his overall 
experience at the college, 
Burford responded, “It was 
very enjoyable. I’m going to 
miss coming here.” 
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Men at home tonight at 7 


Ashley Hines is NJCAA Division II top 5 in scoring 
and rebounds , and top ten in steals. 

Lady Cats will host WPCC 

With a 4-0 record in the Western Pennsylvania 
Collegiate Conference , the Lady Cats are guar- 
anteed a semifinal game in Lough Gymnasium in 
their quest to win the conference. A victory tonight 
and next week in Conference play will give them 
home court through the finals. The WPCC tourna- 
ment begins Feb. 1 5. Our Lady Cats have won 
the WPCC in five out of the past seven seasons , 
finishing runner-up in the other two contests. Two 
starters are pictured above and below. Ashley 
Hines is nationally ranked in three categories. Ali 
St. Van starts at shooting guard and has played 
some point guard. 



By Aaron Cook 
Sports Editor 

The Catamounts have 
seen their share of ups 
and downs in the new year. 
The Cats are 5-3 (at press 
time) since they resumed 
action in January. Recent 
victories over Butler Com- 
munity College and Penn 
Highlands show that the 
Cats may be catching their 
stride, says Head Coach 
Shawn White. 

After missing the entire 
first half of the season, 
Sophomore Darren Gra- 
ham has provided a spark 
to the Cats, bringing an 
aggressive intensity to the 
team's frontcourt. 

“Graham is a very ma- 
ture player, giving us an 
edge on the block," says 
White. 

“It feels good to be back, 
glad to be on the court with 
my teammates," says Gra- 
ham. “The team's biggest 
improvements are on de- 
fense, but we still have a 
long way to go." 

It took only three games 
for Graham to crack the 


starting rotation. Since en- 
tering the starting lineup, 
Graham has gotten five 
double / doubles , scoring 
and rebounding in double 


figures. He says “playing 
hard, hustling everyday, 
the results will come." 

Point guard Jaron Farrell 
leads the team in assists, 
averaging 5 per contest. 
Farrell recognizes offensive 
scoring as the team's stron- 
gest area but feels that the 

Turn to Page 7 

(Above) Sophomore Darren 
Graham grabs a rebound 
in recent action at home. 
Head Coach Shawn White 
gets his team ready for a 
home game against Beaver 
Community College. Photos 
from PSC website 



Baseball gets pre-season ranking 


By Marshall Porter 
Sports Editor 

The Potomac State Cata- 
mounts baseball team has 
been honored with a num- 
ber four national ranking 
in the preseason Collegiate 
Baseball newspaper. 

Last season's JUCO 
World Series appearance 
was the fourth time in the 
last eight years that the 
Catamounts advanced 
west to compete in a World 
Series. 

“It's an honor to be put 
up that high,” Head Coach 


Doug Little said about the 
preseason ranking. He also 
thinks that the ranking will 
help with future recruiting 
efforts. 

When Little was asked if 
the high preseason rank- 
ing would affect the play- 
ers attitudes, he replied, 
“No. I don't think so. They 
know that it was based on 
last year's performance." 

As for this season, Little 
and the team look forward 
to challenges yet to come. 

Some of the return- 
ing player to watch for 
this season include, Zach 


Markel, TJ Weisenburg, 
Steve Mircle, Jordan Bray, 
and Brendan Miller. 

In 2011, the Cats were 
ranked 16 th preseason. 
This year's number four 
ranking marks the high- 
est preseason ranking in 
school history since the 
Catamounts moved up to 
the NJCAA. 

The Catamounts base- 
ball team opens the 2012 
schedule with a five-team 
tournament, Feb. 24, at 
Florence Darlington Tech 
in South Carolina. 
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Look beyond small world 

Too many college students don’t care about what is going on 
beyond their own small world. In conversation, I find that Po- 
tomac State students don’t know what kind of economy America 
has. Barely any of the students knew we were a capitalist na- 
tion. That is disturbing. 

Young adults are too focused on pop technology and other 
things to buy. They do not put their energies toward being 
aware of what is going on in the Na- 
tion, and many people do not take 
the opportunity to even vote. 

Previous generations fought hard 
for the right to voting. It is crucial 
that we take advantage of the privi- 
lege we have been given. 

Some say that they have already 
done their part: They “changed his- 
tory by voting for Obama...” What 
about the state and local elections? 

These are just as important for 

teacher funding and land use issues. One day we will all be tax- 
payers if we do not work already. 

Instead of feeding the corporations and focusing on the latest 
iPhone, we ought to focus on where this nation is headed and 
what we can do to contribute. Although it is a tedious task for 
some to listen to politicians, especially when they are so nega- 
tive, we have the opportunity to run our government in the fu- 
ture, so we had better part paying attention. Caroline Peters 


VOTE 



Attack of the porcupine 

Along with the strangely warm weather we’ve been having, 
a rarely seen animal has now entered local residential areas. 
Porcupines usually stay hidden among rocks and woods, but 
one recently wandered into a ticket of homes. The porcupine at- 
tacked a local family dog by shooting its spikes into the dog’s 
face. Luckily, the dog was okay. What changes does Mother Na- 
ture have ready for us next? 

Cindy Ellifritz and Stephanie Wildman 
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Oun. 

Protect the free Web 

The Stop Online Piracy Act, now before Congress, is a bill is 
meant to fight online piracy and to protect copyrighted property. 
This seems like a good idea but truly this bill takes things a 
bit too far. If passed it could shut down many popular websites 
such as Youtube and Flickr. 

Internet users and websites are speaking out though. Wikipe- 
dia, Google, Tumblr, etc all spoke out against the SOPA bill and 
encouraged users to contact their Congressional representa- 
tives. Wikipedia blacked its site for one day last month, Tumblr 
let users black out their blogs, and much more. 

Online piracy is an issue, but is this really the way to solve it? 
Some of these sites, such as Youtube and Tumblr, have educa- 
tional qualities and are used in classes. It’s been used in many 
of mine. Flickr is a place where many photographers share their 
photos and their work. So how is shutting down sites like these 
helpful? 

There’s a better way to solve online piracy, but the SOPA bill is 
not the way. If you want to help stop SOPA then contact the fol- 
lowing representatives: Senator Jay Rockefeller 202-224-6472; 
Senator Joe Manchin 202-224-3954; and Representative David 
McKinley 202-225-4172. Amanda Moomau 

Keep the Cougars 

I read an article about a new high school that opened up in 
Utah and the students were allowed to choose their new mascot. 
They ended up choosing to be the Cougars because BYU is in 
their area and since BYU’s mascot is the Cougars and they have 
a large fan base in Utah the students decided they wanted that 
to be their mascot. Yet their school board wouldn’t allow that 
because the name Cougars would be offensive to middle-aged 
woman. The high school was forced to change the mascot to the 
Chargers. This is really stupid. Cougars are animals, and, as 
a slang term, another name for middle-aged woman who date 
younger men. But, it’s not as if they were going to have a seduc- 
tive woman as the mascot. Is there a problem with other Cougar 
schools such as: Brigham Young University, University of Hous- 
ton, Washington State University, Jefferson High School, and 
about a dozen other high schools around the nation? 

Hailey Truman 

e3ooks not my choice 

Apple always manages to hand us what 
we never knew we always wanted, and 
this time it’s the reinvention of the text- 
book. Apple recently introduced three 
new applications with a statement from 
Apple’s Senior Vice President describing 
textbooks as “outdated experiences.” 

Students love that everything’s digi- 
tal and the Internet’s just a click away, 
and making textbooks available digitally 
seems the next logical step, but just how 
logical is it? Wouldn’t the switch to digi- 
tal schoolbooks actually increase the risk of cheating and make 
books prone to Internet viruses? Doesn’t the screen also ruin 
your eyesight with prolonged exposure? 

I may be weary of the topic and I could attribute this to being a 
literary purist at heart. To me, in order for a source to be cred- 
ible it should be published in a book, not to iTunes were I can 
purchase the eVersion. While the rest of the world is ready to 
bring their iPads to class I guess 111 just be the one who brings 
the hard copy. Kayla Wolford 
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SPORTS: Jones gives Cats a defensive spark 


By Lauren Johnson 
Staff Writer 

A role player who “gives 
us a defensive spark when 
we need it,” Mark Jones, is 
working hard to improve 
his game, according to his 
head coach, Shawn White. 
Son of Mark Jones Sr. and 
Courtney Downing, Jones 
says his love of basketball 
started at a young age. 

“It is an adrenaline rush; 
I have been playing for so 
long. It is the sport that I 
enjoy the most,” Jones said 
when asked why he loves 
basketball. 

Jones graduated from 
Martinsburg High School 
in West Virginia in 2009. 
He played on the school's 
basketball team all four 
years, winning regional 
and conference champion- 
ships every year. The team 
also succeeded in winning 
the state championship his 
senior year. 

Although he is half way 
through his sophomore 
year, this is his first year 
playing with the Cata- 
mounts. Jones says focus- 



ing on his grades freshman 
year was his main priority. 

“Basketball does help me 
keep up my grades though. 
If it were not for basketball, 
I probably would not meet 
the standards,” he said. 

In his first year of col- 
lege ball, Jones comes in 
at point guard. The point 
guard is the “on-court 
coach,” who helps main- 
tain the offense. Jones de- 
scribed the position as, be- 
ing the general, the person 
who guarantees a smooth 


running offense and who 
keeps pressure on the de- 
fense. 

“He hustles and plays 
great defense. He looks for 
teammates at all times on 
the court and doesn't go for 
shots. He is a good point 
guard; he does everything 
he is supposed to,” team- 
mate, number five, Jaron 
Farell said when asked if 
Jones is an asset to the 
team. 

After this year, Jones 
plans to continue his edu- 
cation at Fairmont State 
University, located 30 min- 
utes south of Morgantown. 
He plans to achieve a de- 
gree in business admin- 
istration and eventually 
have a career for the gov- 
ernment. 

For younger basketball 
players, Jones said, “If I 
could give any words, hard 
works pays off. It will take 
you a long way, and you 
will succeed.” 


SFORTS OPINION 

3C6 needs to rethink championship 

By Marshall Porter, Sports Editor 

The BCS system really ticked me off this season, 
with the National Championship between Alabama 
and LSU. For those of you who do not know the 
situation, LSU beat Alabama earlier in the season at 
Alabama. I do not think it was right for the system 
to make the championship game a rematch. If you 
beat someone on their own turf and they cannot get 
the job done at home in the first game, you do not 
deserve to play the team that beat you again. The 
championship game was probably the most boring 
college football game I have ever watched, and it got 
to the point where I could no longer watch it. Only 
an Alabama fan would have enjoyed the game. I 
am so tired of ESPN's love for the SEC, promoting 
that conference as the greatest thing since Clemson 
in the Orange Bowl. Oklahoma State got snubbed 
and should have played in the championship. I 
understand that Alabama won the game, but, LSU 
won the first game. So what now, a best-of- three 
series? Most people try to say that Oklahoma State 
had no shot at beating Alabama or LSU. The thing 
is that you really will never know who will beat 
whom until they actually play. Look at the Orange 
Bowl for example. As for Oklahoma State, I guess 
we will never know if they were better than LSU or 
Alabama. 


Toys for Joy helped local children at Christmas 


Catamounts From Page 5 

Cats could improve on freethrow shooting and turnovers. 

“We’ve lost a lot of close games this year and turnovers 
have hurt us the most,” says Farrell, later stating that 
the team should cut down on mental errors. 

Freshman Peyton Hartman, 6' 7”, is second on the 
team in rebounds per game with 10. Hartman attend- 
ed high school down the road at Keyser High. “We have 
been lighting it up from the 3 -point line this year, but we 
still have to improve rebounding,” says Hartman. 

Sophomore guard Carlton Johnson is the team's lead- 
ing scorer at 17 points per game. Michah Parker gets 15. 

Leading rebounder is Graham, averaging a bit over 11. 

The team's hardest adjustment was during the long 
break. Coach White sees it as “a game of survival” and 
looks for the team to peek during February. 

The Cats play a WPCC game tonight against Westmo- 
reland County Community College. 

There are two home games left to play, the first on 
Feb. 15 against CCAC Allegheny and finishing on Sat- 
urday Feb. 25 against Chesapeake Community College. 

“Executing the game plan and limiting turnovers will 
give us positive results late in the season,” says White. 



Students are rewarded by Campus Police with free muf- 
fin coupons , courtesy of 7-1 1, for yielding to pedestrians. 
Photo by Katelyn Eichelberger 


By Cindy Ellifritz 
Campus News Editor 

This year’s fundraiser 
was an overall great suc- 
cess, raising “$1,496 and 
a half of a pickup load of 
toys,” said Dawn Downey 
co-chairman of Toys for 
Joy, a holiday event for 
local Mineral County chil- 
dren. 

For the past 16 years, 


Toys for Joy has done 
fundraisers to raise money 
and toys for the less for- 
tunate children in Mineral 
County for Christmas. 

Their main fundraiser 
is held every year around 
the Christmas holiday, 
at which they sell out 62 
vender booths, collect do- 
nations, and toys. 

This year's event includ- 


ed, sand art, woodcrafts, 
food, candles, Christmas 
decorations, Avon, Thirty- 
One, Celebrating Home, 
and Natural Food. 

Entertainment was pro- 
vided by the Frankfort Mid- 
dle school Teal Steel Band, 
Frankfort High School's 
Jazz Band, Kris Lengel and 
his daughter Emma sing- 
ing, and Dr. John Hawkins 
on the piano. 

The fundraiser is a great 
way for the local commu- 
nity to do some Christmas 
shopping, enjoy some en- 
tertainment, and do a good 
deed. 

Dawn and her husband 
Fred Downey are both very 
active in the program. They 
have even gotten their chil- 
dren involved, turning it 
into a family thing. 

“Fred and I love helping,” 
said Dawn. Every year her 
family helps distribute the 
gifts at the Grand Central 
Business Center. 

According to Downey 
they are hoping to have a 
Thirty-One and Tupper- 
ware bingo this upcoming 
spring. Any student or- 
ganizations interested in 
helping with the event can 
contact Dawn at 788-6906 
or at the PSC library. 


Go If program 

Continued from Page 1 

“We have every intention of taking care of our players,” 
said Shawn White, athletic director, reacting to the un- 
certain future of the program. 

According to White, if any one of the three freshmen 
decides to continue his education at Potomac State, he 
will be able to keep his scholarship. 

The freshman players say that they all have plans to 
take their talents south. 

As for the program's future, White said, “The future of 
the golf program is under assessment and the Athletic 
Department will take the next couple of months to con- 
duct an evaluation of the golf program, which has faced 
its share of challenges over the years.” 

One challenge is that the golf team does not have all- 
year-round facilities to meet the team needs, which 
makes recruiting difficult. The other challenge, said 
White, is finding a head coach. 

Even though the future is uncertain, Toth and his 
teammates are still focused on one goal: “to make it to 
nationals, and have fun.” 
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Ravenscroft named 
Social Justice Officer 


By Kelly Mills 
Staff Writer 
with additional reporting 

Assistant Professor of Sociology Mollie Raven- 
scroft has been named the new Social Justice Of- 
ficer at Potomac State College. 

Her job is to help ensure that PSC is a discrimi- 
nation-free, harassment-free college. She will work 
with faculty committees when the college conducts 
a national search for new faculty. 

She also mediates if there is a conflict involving 
faculty and students. 

Ravenscroft said that the overall goal for the So- 
cial Justice Officer is to ensure that issues of dis- 
crimination or other barriers don't interfere with 
the right to receive (and for faculty, to deliver) an 
education. 

Ravenscroft has also been part of the faculty ini- 
tiative to reinstate the Social Justice Council, an 
advisory group of faculty, staff and students who 
report to the Provost. In the past, the Council has 
sponsored luncheon events for the college commu- 
nity on topics such as race and gender issues. 

She said once the Council is formed, faculty, staff 
and students would be invited to join. She men- 
tioned that Provost Odell was very supportive of the 
Social Justice Council reactivation. 

Ravenscroft, now in her seventh year of full-time 
employment at the college, teaches sociology cours- 
es, Women's Studies, Race Relations and more. 

More information can be found at the WVU Social 
Justice web page. 



Social justice messages in Professor RavenscrofVs 
office. Photos by Elisha Wagoner 
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VALENTINES SPEAK 


Tell us about your first kiss 

Interviews by Cody Hickey; photos by Kate Sedgwick 



< — MICHAEL HANLIN 
“It was a girl named Alex. I kissed her on 
the bus on the way home from school. She 
got really upset and moved. Then told her 
mom and I got in trouble.” 


KARA KIMBLE — > 
“It was kind of awkward. We were at a high 
school basketball game and were just sitting 
there. Then we turned into each other. We 
weren’t officially dating, which made it worse.” 



< — BROOKS WAYBRIGHT 
“She wanted my building blocks, so I traded 
her fora kiss. That’s how I roll.” 


<— -COURTNEY HAGGERTY 
“Horrible! I was really mad that I kissed him for 
the first time. “ 


JT COSTILOW 
“Kind of sad. I went in to kiss this 
girl on the cheek, but her hair was in 
the way. So I kissed her hair.” 









